	Writing a Surrealistic Autobiographical Poem




Instructions:

1. Select about 20 random poetry strips.

2. Spread them out.

3. Pull the strips that grab your attention and place them under the categories on the Poetry Worksheet.

4. Experiment with the order of the strips and begin shaping a poem.

5. As a poem begins to emerge, write it down.  

6. Feel free to edit the strips in the writing stage:

a. cross out words

b. change pronouns

c. change verb tense

d. add words and phrases

7. Experiment with the format of your poem.  You need to decide whether you would like to include traditional line breaks in your poem and where they should be.  If you prefer, you may format your poem as a prose poem, which does not have line breaks and looks like a paragraph.

8. Edit for grammar.  Be consistent and deliberate in use of tense and pronouns.  Even though your poem is surreal, it should flow grammatically.
Example prose poem I created using the poetry strips and the Poetry Worksheet:

I grew up in a place where writers harvest words: secrets pried open like sacrificial oysters. My family taught me the importance of taking tea in 800-year-old ruins, of entering caves with a kerosene lamp and leafy wings. I like to break off small chunks of sky to feed the ocean, and call ahead to reserve memories three seconds before midnight. I don’t like smiles, which pass as souvenirs—some things just can’t be bottled. My dreams are sealed in a mausoleum of the hills, precious relics, waiting to tumble, an avalanche of stories and poems.
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