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The Exquisite Corpse

For a minimum of three players.


The players sit around a table and each writes on a sheet of paper a definite or indefinite article and an adjective, making sure their neighbors cannot see them.  The sheets are folded so as to conceal the words, and passed round to the next player.  Each player then writes a noun, conceals it, and the process is repeated with a verb, another definite or indefinite article and adjective, and finally another noun.  The paper is unfolded and the sentences read out.  Players may agree on small changes to ensure grammatical consistency.

The game acquired its name from the first sentence obtained in this way:

The exquisite corpse shall drink the new wine.

article (a, the) + adjective (description word)

noun

verb

article (a, the) + adjective (description word)

noun
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Definitions or Questions and Answers

For two or more players.


The procedure is similar to that of the previous game.  A question is written down, the paper folded to conceal it from the next player, who writes an answer.  The paper is unfolded to reveal the result.  Remarkable facts emerge:

What is equality?


What is reason?


What is suicide?

It is a hierarchy like any other.
A cloud eaten by the moon.

Several deafening chimes.
Question

Answer

Question

Answer
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CONDITIONALS

For two or more players.


The same procedure as before, but in this case the first player must write a hypothetical sentence beginning with ‘If’ or ‘When’, then conceal it.  The second player writes a sentence in the conditional or future tense.

If there were no guillotine


If octopi wore bracelets

When children strike their fathers

Wasps would take off their corsets.

Ships would be towed by flies.
All young people will have white hair.
Hypothetical sentence beginning with ‘If’

Sentence in the conditional tense (would)

Hypothetical sentence beginning with ‘When’

Sentence in the future tense (will)

